A Colour Atlas of Head and Neck Anatomy R M H McMinn et al. pp 240 £18.00 London: Wolfe Medical 1981 This is an excellent atlas. The reproductions are of a very high standard. About the first third of the volume is devoted to the bones of the head and neck, articulated 'and disarticulated. On them the attachments and the parts are marked with numbers which have adjacent keys. Next to these are printed some essential anatomical facts, no more than are to be expected in an atlas. The remainder of the volume is devoted to the soft tissues of the head and neck, also with the structures numbered on the reproductions. This book is particularly recommended to those working for the primary FRCS and to surgeons when planning surgical approaches in this region.
LESLIE OLIVER

Consulting Neurosurgeon Charing Cross Hospital, London
Treatment of Burns J S Cason pp 339 £ 15 ' London: Chapman & Hall 1981 This book, based on 25 years of experience from the Bums Unit of the Birmingham Accident Hospital, obviously has a very sound foundation. It is a book of clarity, simple enough in parts for the medical student with an interest in bums, and complex enough in others to interest a specialist in charge of a burns unit. Over the middle range, the book is of value to all doctors involved in the treatment of bums.
The complex sequence of body changes precipitated by bums shock, and the ever increasing complexity of treatment, is covered in detail in some 50 pages of the book and does require careful study for full comprehension. Some of the tables and charts are not easy to understand, but one must bear with the author as the subject itself does not always lead to simple illustration. The reader must prepare himself for this, but will be rewarded by time spent. , The book gives an excellent guide to the differing methods of local treatment of the burnt surface and the rationale on which these are based, combined with the specific remedies for special bums. The first aid treatment, so important for the later course of the injury, is particularly well covered and worthy of careful study.
Finally, there is a series of very useful appendix tables to serve as a reference and guides, giving the book a useful place' in the bums unit itself. As a comprehensive study of the treatment of bums, the maximum detail is compressed into a most useful book of 339 pages.
IVOR BROOMHEAD
Consultant Plastic Surgeon
Guy's Hospital. London The second edition of this small manual is written for undergraduates in medicine, and postgraduates who may need to know the essentials of ophthalmology to enable them to provide a complete medical service in rural communities. This new edition is an indication of its previous value. The book covers a wide field of ophthalmology with precision and clarity. Emphasis is placed on the diagnosis and treatment of those diseases which are the major cause for visual loss in those areas of the Third World where blindness has reached epidemiological proportions. Basic considerations are dealt with together with the proper performance of an ocular examination. Disease of the external eye, and in particular trauma, the lens, glaucoma, and the retina and optic nerve are discussed and illustrated fully. There is a useful section on oncocerciasis and notes concerning leprosy of the eye. In addition to the essentials of diagnosis of strabismus and the management of trauma, there isa chapter by W R Burkitt on rural ophthalmology which details the setting up and management of mobile eye units. Practical detail is given on running clinics and the drugs and equipment which are required. The measures that can be taken in prevention of blindness in rural areas are discussed. A useful appendix by Dr J Taylor presents detailed information on the formulation of the various sterile eye drops which can be of importance in the management of the external ocular diseases which are so incapacitating in rural communities.
This valuable book provides a useful basis from which undergraduates can learn the principles of ophthalmology and from which the qualified doctor can gather information which will be helpful in the practice of medicine in rural areas.
D L EASTY
Consultant Bristol Eye Hospital
A Manual of Four-Handed Dentistry J Ellis 'Paul pp 156 US$42 Chicago: Quintessence 1980 This is the first edition of a book by an author already well known in the United Kingdom for his articles and courses on assisted dentistry.
The first chapter outlines the principles of assisted dentistry and the importance of correct seating of operator, patient and assistant. Further chapters deal with the techniques of aspiration and instrument exchange. The reverse palmthumb grasp of the aspirator is rightly condemned as straining the assistant's hand and arm. The
